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Citizens have to get involved to change their environment and to plan for future 
environments, John Hall stated Wednesday at the final University of Montana School of 
Forestry lecture on water problems of the Pacific Northwest.
Hall, a former Forest Service employee for 16 years, is assistant director of the 
Wilderness Society. He spoke on "Citizen Involvement in Environmental Issues."
"We conservation minded people who make up the membership of the Wilderness Society 
have seen victory and defeat for better environmental conditions.
"But remember, all that is required to stop a dam or some other threat to conservation 
is for one person, or a few people, to say ’they cannot do this to my river'."
Some states have formed Environmental Councils and Washington's even hired a lobbiest. 
for its legislature. Washington may have a lot of room with plenty of wilderness now for 
its three million population, but what will the state have when its population grows to 
12 million as it is expected to do shortly.
The Wilderness Act of 1964 is a prime piece of legislation for getting citizens 
involved, Hall said. People for wilderness and for loggings offer their views at agency 
and Congressional hearings.
A prime example was when Montanans from all walks of life testified at the Lincoln- 
Scapegoat area hearings in Great Falls recently.
Leadership's first act at the grassroots conservation level is to get the facts. He 
said that for instance the Wilderness Society recommends from five to eight million acres 
for wilderness preservation. Out of nearly 180 million national forest acres, however, five 
million acres of good forest producing land are non-stocked.
The society is trying to get an appropriation to plant trees on those acres.
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